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Our RWI journey at St David’s
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Why synthetic phonics?

  “Synthetic phonics offers the vast majority 
of young children the best and most direct 
route to becoming skilled readers and 
writers”  Sir Jim Rose

        
   Rose Review of Reading 2006
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Why Read Write Inc Phonics?

� Tried and tested over many years

� Systematic, structured and consistent

� Early success in reading

� Training and ongoing staff development
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How does it work?
Children:
� Learn 44 sounds and matching 

letters/letter groups

� Learn to blend sounds to read words

� Read lots of specially written books

This is decoding
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Sounds
All words are made up of sounds.
                 
In English there are 44.     
Ii is important to teach and model 

‘pure sounds.’                  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=TkXcabDUg7Q 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q
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Graphemes
 A grapheme is a sound written 

down - a letter or two or three - 
‘special friends’ in RWI

 English has more than 150 
graphemes  - letter combinations 
that represent these 44 sounds

A complex code!

 

                   

You



Chart

�  The chart on the next slide 
shows the most usual 
graphemes for the 44 sounds 
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The complex English alphabetic code



Learning the code
   Children learn a simple code first
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The complex English alphabetic code
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play mayk trayn cafay strayt wayt brayk 

green dreem kee hee happee  

light kight fligh Igh igh tigh 

blow smowk flowt gow mowst 

moon broot bloo groo 

If  English had a simple code spelling 
and reading would be much easier!!
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RWI phrases - set 1 - bouncy and 
stretchy 



Writing
� Handwriting formation
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RWI phrases - set 2 and 3 



Fred...
� Fred helps children learn to read 

Fred can only talk in sounds...Pure 
sounds no ‘Ugly ugh’

(Fred can only say c_a_t, he can’t say 
cat)

We call this Fred Talk
*
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� If children understand Fred 
they can blend orally

Blending is needed for reading
This starts as assisted blending and 

develops into independent blending

Fred...



Fred...
� Fred helps children learn to spell as 

well! 
Children convert words into sounds

They press the sounds they hear on 
to their fingers...
We call this Fred Fingers/

     Fred Spell
*



Word types
� Green words  decodable
� Red words  - HFW - not decodable eg 

‘the’
� Alien words
� Speedy green and story green words



Reading books
�



RWI lessons
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RWI lessons at St. David’s

� Daily  Mon - Thurs
� Stage not age
� Reading Activities - partner work
� Writing activity - linked to the text
� Handwriting
� Punctuation mimes
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Assessment

� Ongoing in RWI lessons

� Formally half termly by the RWI lead
�
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How you can help at home

*



How you can help at home

*



How you can help at home



How you can help at home



How you can help at home



How you can help at home
� Always remember
� Fred Talk-’Eyes for Reading’
� Fred Fingers-’Fingers for spelling’
        ‘Never Fred a red’

Always use ‘Pure Sounds’ when 
segmenting-never add ugh!!
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How you can help at home
� Any Questions?

Have a look at the resources
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